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Order of Service 
 
 

Music before the Service:  
Vom Himmel hoch, da komm’ ich her” (BWV 606) – J S Bach . 

 
Welcome  
 
Collect for Christmas Eve 

 
Eternal God, 
who made this most holy night 
to shine with the brightness of your one true light: 
bring us, who have known the revelation of that light on earth, 
to see the radiance of your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, now and for ever. Amen 

 
Carol  
 

Alleluia  from “A Ceremony of Carols” - Benjamin Britten.  

 

First reading 
Genesis 3: 8 - 15 
 

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the 
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the 
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man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ He said, ‘I heard the sound of you in  
the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.’ He said, 
‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which              
I commanded you not to eat?’ The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be 
with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’ Then the Lord God said to 
the woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent 
tricked me, and I ate.’ The Lord God said to the serpent, ‘Because you have 
done this,  cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon 
your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put 
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he 
will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.’  
 

All. Thanks be to God 
 
 

Carol 
 

Twelve Days of Christmas 
 
1. On the first day of  
Christmas 
my true love sent to me  
A partridge in a pear tree. 

 
 
 

3. On the third day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me  
Three French hens,  
Two turtle doves,  
And a partridge in a pear tree. 

 
 

5. On the fifth day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me  
Five gold rings,  
Four calling birds,  
Three French hens,  
Two turtle doves,  
And a partridge in a pear tree. 

 
 

2. On the second day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me  
Two turtle doves,  
And a partridge in a pear tree. 

4. On the fourth day of Christ-
mas, my true love sent to me  
Four calling birds,  
Three French hens,  
Two turtle doves, 
And a partridge in a pear tree. 

6. On the sixth day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me  
Six geese a-laying,  
Five gold rings,  
Four calling birds,  
Three French hens,  
Two turtle doves,  
And a partridge in a pear tree. 
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7. On the seventh day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me  
Seven swans a-swimming,  
Six geese a-laying,  
Five gold rings,  
Four calling birds,  
Three French hens,  
Two turtle doves,  
And a partridge in a pear tree 
 
9. On the ninth day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me  
Nine ladies dancing,  
Eight maids a-milking,  
Seven swans a-swimming,  
Six geese a-laying,  
Five golden rings,  
Four calling birds,  
Three French hens,  
Two turtle doves,  
And a partridge in a pear tree.  

 
 
11. On the eleventh day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me  
Eleven pipers piping,  
Ten lords a-leaping,  
Nine ladies dancing,  
Eight maids a-milking,  
Seven swans a-swimming,  
Six geese a-laying,  
Five gold rings,  
Four calling birds,  
Three French hens,  
Two turtle doves,  
And a partridge in a pear tree. 

 

8. On the eighth day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me  
Eight maids a-milking,  
Seven swans a-swimming,  
Six geese a-laying,  
Five gold rings,  
Four calling birds,  
Three French hens,  
Two turtle doves,  
And a partridge in a pear tree. 

10. On the tenth day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me  
Ten lords a-leaping,  
Nine ladies dancing,  
Eight maids a-milking,  
Seven swans a-swimming,  
Six geese a-laying,  
Five gold rings,  
Four calling birds,  
Three French hens,  
Two turtle doves,  
And a partridge in a pear tree. 

12. On the twelfth day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me  
Twelve drummers drumming,  
Eleven pipers piping,  
Ten lords a-leaping,  
Nine ladies dancing,  
Eight maids a-milking,  
Seven swans a-swimming,  
Six geese a-laying,  
Five gold rings,  
Four calling birds,  
Three French hens,  
Five gold rings,  
Four calling birds,  
Three French hens,  
Two turtle doves,  
And a partridge in a pear tree. 
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Second reading    
Isaiah 9: 2 - 7 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived             
in a land of deep darkness - on them light has shined. You have multiplied the 
nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 
harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken 
as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the 
garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has 
been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he 
is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for 
the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore.            
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  
All. Thanks be to God 

 
Carol 
 

Ding dong! merrily on high  
 

Third reading – The True Light of Christmas - Deborah Ann Belka. 
 

 
The true light of the season, 
isn't wrapped around our trees 
the true light of the season 
isn't hanging from our eaves. 
 
The true light of the season, 
isn't put up, only once a year 
the true light of the season 
isn't part of our Christmas gear. 
 
The true light of the season, 
never burns out or blows a fuse 
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the true light of the season 
isn't part of the holiday ruse. 
 
The true light of the season, 
cannot be put away or stored 
for, the true light of the season 
is the Babe, the Christ, our Lord. 
 
Jesus, is the world's light, 
all darkness, He came to diffuse 
and love, hope, peace and joy 
in your life, He wants to infuse! 
 

 

Carol  
 

The Little Road to Bethlehem – Michael Head (soloist – Nicola Harland) 
 

Fourth reading   
Isaiah 11: 1-9 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out           
of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge 
by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness 
he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he 
shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips 
he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and 
faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young 
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing 
child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand 
on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for 
the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
 

All. Thanks be to God 
 
 

Carol - Torches – John Joubert     
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Fifth reading  
Luke 1: 26 - 38 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 
‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed 
by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said 
to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 
He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 
will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house 
of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the 
angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and 
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 
impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord;       
let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 
 

All. Thanks be to God 
 

Carol 
 

Mary did you know (Soloist—Shivonne Simpson) 
 

Sixth reading  
Luke 2: 1 – 7 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 
in the inn.  All. Thanks be to God 
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Carol 
 

Silent Night  
 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child 
Holy Infant so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight 
Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heavenly hosts sing 'Alleluia! 
Christ the Saviour is born 
Christ the Saviour is born. 
 

Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace 
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth 
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth.   

Seventh reading 
What the Donkey Saw - U.A. Fanthorpe 
 

No room at the inn, of course, 
And not that much in the stable, 
What with the Shepherds, Magi, Mary, 
Joseph, the heavenly host – 
Not to mention the baby 
Using our manger as a cot. 
 

You couldn’t have squeezed another cherub in 
For love or money. 
Still, in spite of the overcrowding, 
I did my best to make them feel wanted. 
I could see the baby and I 
Would be going places together. 
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Carol 
 

Away in a manger 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for His bed 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing, the poor Baby awakes 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the night sky 
And stay by my side till morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever, and love me I pray 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care 
And take us to Heaven to live with Thee there. 
 

Eighth reading 

Luke 2.8-16 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 
them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for 
all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ When the 
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
 

All. Thanks be to God 
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Carol 
 

Oh Holy Night - Adolphe Adam (Soloist-Linda Sherratt) 
 

Ninth reading  
John 1: 1 – 14 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 
in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the  
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from 
God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that  
all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 
yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood 
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of             
a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

All. Thanks be to God 
 

 
 
 
Please join in if you wish in the Lord’s Prayer…. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, the 
power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Blessing  
 
May the Father, 
who has loved the eternal Son 
from before the foundation of the world, 
shed that love upon you his children. 
Amen. 
 
May Christ, 
who by his incarnation gathered into one 
things earthly and heavenly, 
fill you with joy and peace. 
Amen. 
 
May the Holy Spirit, 
by whose overshadowing Mary became the God-bearer, 
give you grace to carry the good news of Christ. 
Amen. 
And the blessing… 

 

Carol 
Myn Lyking – R R Terry   
 
Music after the service 
 

“In dulci jubilo” (BWV 608) – J S Bach  
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Next year  
King’s College Hospital Carol Service  

Denmark Hill Site 
St Luke’s Chapel  

 
Thursday 16 December 2021 

5pm  

Best wishes for Christmas 
and the New Year 


